
Alina Șerban
Actress, writer and Romania’s first Roma film and
theatre director. 
Founder of Untold Stories Company, a platform that
promotes Roma culture and sheds light on untold and
marginalized Roma stories, from a Roma perspective.

BA 

MA

2006-2009 Academy of Theatrical Arts and Cinematography (UNATC), Bucharest

2011-2012 Royal Academy of Dramatic Art,  London 

EDUCATION

2009 Tisch School of Arts, New York University Spring at Tisch - Undergraduate program

FILM

2020 Letter of Forgiveness short film

2019 The Great Shame video-art

2023 Fearless short doc

Amare Paramićă folklore doc

2022 I am Nicu short doc
About us - Vanessa short doc

2021 I  matter short film

WRITER AND DIRECTOR 

THEATRE

2013 HOME - AFS

2022 The best child in the world

2018 The Great Shame

2013 I declare at my own risk
(co-dir.: Jamie Harper)

WRITER, DIRECTOR, LEAD ACTRESS

WRITER, DIRECTOR

2015 Romo  Sapiens 
(dir.: Kincses Reka, Alina Nelega)

2010 Givisarde Paramićă

2011 Roma Investigation short doc
(co-dir.: Vlad Petri)
2010 We all need education video-art

2017 Justice for the Roma Holocaust
survivor video-art

Get Real - One World Romania video-art

SCRIPT CONSULTANT, LEAD ACTRESS

2017 Gipsy Queen feature film
(dir.: Huseyin Tabak)
         Alone at my wedding feature film
(dir. Marta Bergman) 
2016 Written/Unwritten short film
(dir. Adrian Silișteanu) 

2023 Housekeeping for beginners feature film
(dir.: Goran Stolevski)

2018 My existence is resistance video-art
2023 We are heroes

WRITER

2021 Acasa/Home audiobook version

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm2770414/
http://alinaserban.com/untoldstories-company/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt12831344/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt21939988/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt21939988/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt21939988/
https://www.tnb.ro/en/the-best-child-in-the-world
https://youtu.be/nWrAhXSziZY?si=m4FnOvoKenFn2u_e
https://youtu.be/Smb8r9NJaxc
https://youtu.be/XP8hJ6Aat9E
https://youtu.be/XP8hJ6Aat9E
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6593706/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6797946/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7336694/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt24244436/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjOw_UzYzyE
http://alinaserban.com/acasa-banda-desenata/


EXHIBITIONS

Exhibitor at Barvalo Exhibition by MUCEM (Museum of Civilizations of Europe and the
Mediterranean), Marseille, France.  “Letter of Forgiveness” and “Gipsy Queen” - part of
the exhibitions plus screenings

Exhibitor at Venice Biennale, Roma Pavilion, Venice, Italy. “The best child in the
world” video-art, “Letter of Forgiveness” and live-performance “Eating sunflower seeds” 

Exhibitor with "My existence is resistance" at UNITED NATIONS, New York, United
States. Video-art for "SUKAR" exhibition. 

Modern a Museet, Stockholm, Sweden. “I declare on my own risk” performance, part of
the exhibition “A Good Home for Everyone”, in the Pontus Hultén Study Gallery. 
Exhibitor at Turner Contemporary, Margate. Performance and video-art creator of
“RISK” .

2023

2022

2018

2015

“I declare at my own risk” and “The Best Child In The World”, published by Jatekter
magazine, Hungarian translation by Adorjan Beat. 

2018

Journal of Poverty and Social Justice: Gender, ethnicity and activism: ‘the miracle is
when we don't give up…’. Authors: Alina Serban, Anna Daróczi, Angéla Kóczé, Jelena
Jovanovic, Sarah Judith Cemlyn, Violeta Vajda, Vera Kurtić and Lisa Smith

2017 

“I declare at my own risk”, published in A History of Romanian Theatre from
Communism to Capitalism by Cristina Modreanu

2019

“I declare at my own risk” and “The Great Shame” published in The Palgrave
Handbook of Theatre and Race 

“Letter of Forgiveness” film, part of Challenging the Roma Structural Discrimination:
Deterritorialization Practices in Romanian Cinema by Simona Mitroiu

The Great Shame, a theater play based on an extensive research on the Roma slavery,
Selected by the prestigious EURODRAM, will be published in France in 2024 by
Harmatia Collection. University of Strasbourg.

2024

Home - audio-video book - the first Roma audio-book for children, translated in six
languages (Russian, Spoitoreste, Spanish, French, English, Rromanes). The book was
created as pandemic support for the Roma children.

2021  

PUBLICATIONS

2016
Published “Auntie Veta’s Roma fairytales” - conserving Roma oral history

https://www.mucem.org/de/gipsy-queen
https://www.e-flux.com/announcements/455069/eugen-raportoru-the-abduction-from-the-seraglioroma-women-performative-strategies-of-resistance/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjOw_UzYzyE
https://www.romaniarts.co.uk/sukar-symposium-and-exhibition-to-envision-a-prosperous-future-for-the-largest-european-minority/
https://www.modernamuseet.se/stockholm/en/event/stockholm-literature-2015/writers-and-discussion-partners/
https://thetheatretimes.com/roma-journey-alina-serbans-i-declare-at-my-own-risk-at-the-romanian-cultural-institute/
https://epa.oszk.hu/02900/02997/00012/pdf/EPA02997_jatekter_2018_4_999.pdf
https://bristoluniversitypressdigital.com/view/journals/jpsj/26/1/article-p77.xml
https://books.google.ro/books?id=K06wDwAAQBAJ&pg=PT201&lpg=PT201&dq=i+declare+on+my+own+risk+Serban&source=bl&ots=1Bc5kZR1-F&sig=ACfU3U1pBlUhoI4QueddmAPVqkiB_Z85Jg&hl=ro&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4-Oiv75CBAxU2Q_EDHePKBiY4HhDoAXoECAIQAw#v=onepage&q=i%20declare%20on%20my%20own%20risk%20Serban&f=false
https://books.google.ro/books?id=rZYqEAAAQBAJ&pg=PA103&lpg=PA103&dq=i+declare+on+my+own+risk+Serban&source=bl&ots=w8nEjso_ok&sig=ACfU3U2dsyeQvRXX2p9G-rdujHSvP7PLPQ&hl=ro&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4-Oiv75CBAxU2Q_EDHePKBiY4HhDoAXoECAMQAw#v=onepage&q=i%20declare%20on%20my%20own%20risk%20Serban&f=false
https://books.google.ro/books?id=rZYqEAAAQBAJ&pg=PA103&lpg=PA103&dq=i+declare+on+my+own+risk+Serban&source=bl&ots=w8nEjso_ok&sig=ACfU3U2dsyeQvRXX2p9G-rdujHSvP7PLPQ&hl=ro&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4-Oiv75CBAxU2Q_EDHePKBiY4HhDoAXoECAMQAw#v=onepage&q=i%20declare%20on%20my%20own%20risk%20Serban&f=false
https://www.metacriticjournal.com/article/202/challenging-the-roma-structural-discrimination-deterritorialization-practices-in-romanian-cinema
http://eurodram.fr/selection-eurodram-2023-la-grande-honte-dalina-serban/
https://pus.unistra.fr/collection-revue/hamartia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqTe-4OYcno&t=12s
https://www.scribd.com/doc/307896152/Basme-Rome-Povestite-de-Tanti-Veta.


ACCOLADES

2023
Biennale Cinema, Venice, Queer Lion Award for “Housekeeping for beginners” film
“Housekeeping for beginners” film represents Macedonia’s choice for the Oscars
Representing Romania at The Francophonie Games, Congo
Selected Alumni at Berlinale Talents, Berlin
Untold Stories - Winner of Best Project Manager Award at ‘The Administration of the
Romanian National Cultural Fund’ Gala
Winner of “Best Producer of a Romanian short film Award” at Independent Producers
Indie Film Festival (Romania, Bucharest)

2022
Exhibitor at Biennale di Arte, Roma Pavilion, Venice
Becoming the first Roma woman director to enter the permanent repertoire of the
National Theatre of Bucharest with “The best child in the world” theatre play
Winner of “Best Short Film” for “Letter of Forgiveness” film at Ake Dikhea International
Festival of Romani Film, Berlin 

Winner  “Best Short Film” at Torino Short Film Market, for directing “I matter” film

4 times Winner of Best Actress Award for the leading role in "Gipsy Queen"

“Alone at my wedding” film nominated to Best First Feature (Magritte du premier
film), Belgium
“Alone at my wedding” film nominated to Best Film (Meilleur film) for “Alone at my
wedding” film, Belgium

2021

2021-2020

including Best Actress Award at the German Actors Guild Awards, Best Actress Award at
Nuremberg Film Festival, Nominated at German Academy Awards, 2019 (LOLA).

2020

Official recognition by the Romanian Government for excellence in her artistic work
and promoting the Roma culture
Special Mention at Transilvania International Film Festival and Best Narrative Director
Award at Female Voices Rock, USA for “Letter of Forgiveness”
Tajsa Roma Cultural Heritage Prize for “Alina Șerban’s artistic work and for her
engagement in the activism for Roma rights” by The European Roma Institute for Arts
and Culture (ERIAC)
Winner of Best Actress at PÖFF Black Nights Film Festival for the leading role in Gipsy
Queen

2019

Representing Romania at The Cannes International Film Festival with the leading role
in "Alone at my wedding"
Exhibition “My existence is resistance” at United Nations. New York
Recipient of Soros Art Fellowship
Angela Award for Performance at Subtitle European Film Festival, Winner Jury Prize
Best Actress at International Women Film Festival of Salé, Winner RIFF Jury Award
Best Actress at Rome Independent Film Festival - for the leading role in “Alone at my
wedding”

2018

https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/housekeeping-for-beginners-venice-review/5185291.article
https://variety.com/2023/film/festivals/housekeeping-for-beginners-review-1235719728/
https://www.romania-insider.com/romania-participate-francophonie-games-2023
https://www.filmneweurope.com/news/romania-news/item/124490-fne-at-berlinale-2023-romanian-cinema-in-berlin
https://www.afcn.ro/premiile-afcn-2022.html
https://romea.cz/en/world/zeljko-jovanovic-this-year-apos-s-success-is-just-the-beginning-romani-culture-at-the-venice-biennale-transcends-national
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/let-the-light-in-romanian-roma-actress-smashes-stigma-with-new-play.932005
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/419496/
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/419496/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6593706/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0McBnqXf_E
https://www.facebook.com/AlinaSerbanDirector/videos/3014159712137609?locale=ro_RO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7rA302mOMU
https://eriac.org/alina-serban-winner-of-the-1st-tajsa-roma-cultural-heritage-prize/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oo1DPrvJQVs
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6797946/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants/soros-arts-fellowship?fellow=alina-serban&past=1


“Written/Unwritten film” - 23 wins and 6 nominations, amongst which Winner of  
“European Short Film” at The European Film Awards

2017

2013 
Winner of Rich Mix, Stories of London for the theatre play “Home”
Winner of ‘My story, my rights’ – Amnesty International

2009-2008
Recipient of Roma Culture Program, Open Society Foundations Grant for Givisarde
Paramića

Recipient of Roma Education Fund Scholarship
2011

Roma of the Year Award at the Roma Excellency Gala – The National Centre of Roma 
       Culture in Romania

2016

The Best Romanian Student in the UK – The Romanian Embassy – 2012
2012

Honorary guest speaker and performer at the 30-year anniversary event of World
Bank Romania 

PROMOTING ROMA HISTORY AND CULTURE

Marché du Film Conferences with impACT x Think Film Impact Production ǀ ROMA:
What Happens Now?, Cannes

2023

Co-organizing with World Bank Romania three workshops for more than 250
children, on the occasion of International Roma Day
Commemorating International Roma Day video with Anna Akhalkatsi, Country
Manager Romania and Hungary World Bank 

Promoting Roma culture and history in partnership with ERIAC
2022

Celebrating Romanian National Minorities Day with the Screening of “Letter of
Forgiveness”
Promoting Roma oral history: Premiere of Amare Paramićă on the “The National Day
of Romani Language”, at the University of Bucharest, The Faculty of Foreign
Languages and Literatures, Romani Language section. Included a “Safeguarding the
intangible cultural heritage of the Roma” panel with Romani language teachers,
historians, anthropologists and sociologists

Commemorating 165 years since the Roma were enslaved panel with public
historians,  anthropologists, organized in collaboration with ARCHER-American
Romanian Coalition for Human and Equal Rights and The American Romanian
Cultural Society.  

2021

International Conference “From slavery to Movement and Policies by ERIAC”

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7336694/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WorldBankRomania?__cft__[0]=AZVNtYhn0W35p7l33XDY5tOPLoH99pa6hK7Rg7pwbNpAZafbrngt1iwM3flSSsXgxDdDLArOZnloj07AAIfNhqxdyQlCalyzMTE1s9ON__7ZteVQ7mmvoWcjc6xjOYNl-1WUlgJxPffjNuvfFuWnhNRYtRxnofNDkeArbU3kQk-7Jg7HvcHNeFZJU-3t9hbbQyI&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.rfi.ro/special-paris-156057-alina-serban-actrita-si-militanta-roma-noi-trebuie-sa-le-dam-exemple-romilor-ca
https://www.facebook.com/1553857147/videos/196550246470635/
https://www.facebook.com/1553857147/videos/196550246470635/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xs0WNyJrxkk
https://www.facebook.com/1553857147/videos/870363384081340/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZaB1ML6K1k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZaB1ML6K1k
https://eriac.org/international-conference-from-slavery-to-movement-and-policies/


Phone: +40727 470689
Email: sudestica@yahoo.com

Skype: alina.serban87

CONTACT

Berlinale Talents Summit, Berlin 

2020
FemArt, Romania - residency for developing the short film "I matter"

2021
LIM (Less is More) - grant & residency for developing the feature film "I matter"

Talents Sarajevo, Sarajevo, Directors' Summit

2022
Selected for The International Writing Program (IWP) Fall Residency, University of
Iowa, by the US Embassy in Romania

2023
Scriptwriting workshop at Mediterranean Film Institute  

RESIDENCIES

2023 - 2022
Organizer of The Gala of the Institutionalised Youth - 1st and 2nd Edition and cultural
events in public schools and universities in Romania. Screenings of documentary
films, stories of Roma youth raised in orphanages

Commemorating the abolition of Roma slavery on the 20th of February - reading-
performance of “The Great Shame” in Bucharest 

 2016

Celebrating The International Roma Day - Discussions on the topic of Holocaust and
a screening of “Roma Investigation” short documentary

2011

Reclaiming Roma Identity: Fifth Annual Roma Conference at Harvard University,
2017

       Culture beyond borders - The Roma Contribution

"Letter of Forgiveness" screening and Discussion on Roma Slavery, Central Europe
University 
Promoting Roma slavery and remembering Roma slavery on the 20th of February
Public discussion on Roma slavery topic, based on the “Letter of Forgiveness” film, to
celebrate The International Roma Day 

https://www.berlinale-talents.de/bt/talent/ioana-alina-serban/profile
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/398305/
https://www.facebook.com/Mediterranean.Film.Institute/
https://www.facebook.com/1553857147/videos/722886405946802/
https://www.facebook.com/1553857147/videos/1406013006899251/
https://acum.tv/articol/29969/
https://fxb.harvard.edu/2017/05/30/reclaiming-roma-identity-fifth-annual-roma-conference-at-harvard/
https://fxb.harvard.edu/2017/05/30/reclaiming-roma-identity-fifth-annual-roma-conference-at-harvard/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7v5flnQC0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svh7sRELfXs&t=8s

